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SATS – Monday 13th – Thursday 16th May 

SATs are the Standardised Assessment Tests that are given to children at the end of 
Key Stage 2. 

The SATs take place over four days, starting on Monday 13th May ending on 
Thursday 16th May. 

The SATs papers consist of:
Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 1: GPS) – Monday 13th May 
Grammar, punctuation and spelling (paper 2: Spelling) – Monday 13th May
Reading – Tuesday 14th May 
Maths (paper 1: Arithmetic) – Wednesday 15th May 
Maths (paper 2: Reasoning) –  Wednesday 15th May 
Maths (paper 3: Reasoning) – Thursday 16th May 

● Writing is assessed using evidence collected throughout Year 6. There is no Year 6 
SATs writing test. 



Reading
There is one reading test that lasts for 60 minutes. 
The test is designed to measure if the children’s comprehension of age-
appropriate reading material meets the national standard. There are three 
different set texts for children to read. These could be any combination of 
non-fiction, fiction and/ or poetry. 

The test covers the following areas (known as Content Domains): 
● Give/ explain the meaning of words in context;
● Retrieve and record information/ identify key details from fiction and non-

fiction;
● Summarise main ideas from more than one paragraph;
● Make inferences from the text/ explain and justify inferences with evidence from 

the text;
● Predict what might happen from details stated and implied;
● Identify/ explain how information/ narrative content is related and contributes 

to meaning as a whole; 
● Identify/ explain how meaning is enhanced through choice of words and phrases;
● Make comparisons within the text. 
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Reading 

The reading SATs paper requires a range of answer styles.

Example questions:
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Reading 

Example questions:
Based on the whole text
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Reading 

Since the current testing formation for the SATs began in 2016, 
there has been a tendency for three types of questions to be the 
most popular. 

In the 2023 Reading SATs paper,
● 18% of marks could be gained from answering questions 

involving giving and explaining the meaning of words in 
context;

● 32% of marks could be gained from answering questions 
involving retrieving and recording information or identifying 
key details from a text;

● 46% of marks could be gained from answering questions 
involving making inferences from a text and justifying 
inferences with text evidence. 

When reading with your child at home try focusing on these types 
of questions. 
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Spelling, Grammar and Punctuation

• Paper 1 covers grammar, punctuation and vocabulary. 
The children have 45 minutes to answer approximately 
45 questions. There are 50 marks available. The 
questions increase in difficulty throughout the paper.

• Paper 2 tests spelling. There are 20 words and 20 
marks available. This test is not timed but usually 
takes around 15 minutes.

• The papers are totalled to give a score out of 70 
marks.



Sample Questions



Mathematics

• Children will sit three tests: paper 1, paper 2 and paper 3.

• Paper 1 is arithmetic lasting 30 minutes, covering calculation methods for 
all operations, including use of fractions, percentages and decimals.  The 
paper contains 36 questions.

• Questions gradually increase in difficulty.  Some of the more difficult 
questions later in the paper include long multiplication and long division, 
multiplying and dividing fractions.

• Papers 2 and 3 cover problem solving and reasoning, each lasting 40 
minutes.

  
• The total marks awarded for all 3 papers is 110, 40 for paper 1 and 35 for 

both reasoning papers.



Sample Questions

Maths Paper 1: Arithmetic



Sample Questions

Maths Paper 2 / Paper 3 : Reasoning



Sample Questions

Maths Paper 2 / Paper 3 : Reasoning



Writing

• There is not a test for writing. Writing is assessed throughout 
the year, across the curriculum. 

• Assessment criteria is used to make a judgment about a 
child’s writing across several pieces of work.

 
•Writing moderation takes place with other schools and 

external moderators visit every few years.

•Writing will be judged as either ‘Working towards the 
expected standard’, ‘Working at the expected standard’ or 
‘Working at greater depth with the expected standard’.



Scaled Scores

• What is meant by ‘scaled scores’?

• 100 will always represent the ‘national standard’.

• Each pupil’s raw test score will therefore be converted into a score on the 
scale, either at, above or below 100.

• A child who achieves the ‘national standard’ (a score of 100) will be 
judged to have demonstrated sufficient knowledge in the areas assessed 
by the tests.

• Since July 2016, for the first publication of test results, each pupil now 
receives:

oa raw score (number of raw marks awarded);
oa scaled score in each tested subject;
oconfirmation of whether or not they attained the national standard.





What we are already doing

Reading

•Children receive a focused Guided Reading sessions each week which concentrates 
on the specific question types. This is an opportunity to teach some necessary exam 
techniques as well as to develop reading and comprehension skills. 
•Some children continue to receive individual reading support to focus on specific 
areas.
•After school targeted English booster session every Wednesday

Vocabulary, Punctuation and Grammar

•Spelling Frame
•Children receive weekly words relating to objectives on the KS2 curriculum.
•Some of their words are taken from the list of 100 words listed in the curriculum which 
children are expected to be able to spell by the end of Year 6.
•These words are revisited throughout the week.
•Daily grammar incorporated into English lessons.  
•Small intervention groups based on identified needs.
•After school English booster session every Wednesday



What we are already doing

Maths

• Children receive lessons that are differentiated to suit their current next 
steps in maths. As part of these lessons children receive prompt feedback 
and extra support either 1:1 or in small focused groups where needed.

• Children have homework each week to reinforce the skills being taught at 
school. Homework will now also be linked to the revision guides.

• Past papers will be completed under timed conditions in school to ensure 
the children are aware of the types of questions they will face and the time 
constraints that they will be expected to complete the papers within.

• They can also use Time Tables Rock Stars to support their learning.  
• Targeted support groups with a range of different adults - boosts all 

abilities. 



How to Help Your Child

• First and foremost, support and reassure your child that there is nothing 
to worry about and they should always just try their best.

• Ensure your child has the best possible attendance at school.

• Support your child with any homework tasks. Revision books have already 
gone home and need to come back into school so we can discuss the 
homework together. 

• Reading, spelling and arithmetic (e.g. simple additions, subtractions and 
times tables) are always good to practise.

• Encourage your child to ask for help with anything they find difficult. 

• If you have any concerns, please speak to us!



SATS WEEK – Final checks

• During SATS week the children can arrive at school from 8:15 and can come into 
the classroom to play Maths or English games and settle before the tests start.

• Children will be provided with breakfast. 

• The children will need to bring in their PE kit everyday during SATS week as we will 
try to head outside for some extra fresh air and exercise in the afternoons

• Children can bring in a SMALL and INEXEPENSIVE lucky charm if they would like 
but it will be their responsibility to look after it.

• If for any reason your child is not feeling 100% on the day of a test then please try 
to bring them into school for the test only.  If they are feeling really ill then please 
call the school as early as possible.


