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Dear Parents/Carers, 

In Reception, children begin to learn to read using phonics. This involves learning letter 
sounds and corresponding graphemes. They also need to be able to recognise tricky 
words that cannot be sounded out letter by letter. Developing comprehension skills is 
equally as important as developing their fluency in reading. Children draw on their own 
experiences to help them understand what they are reading. Comprehension skills are 
vital in making sense of what the words say and interpreting meaning. 

The teaching and practise of reading begins as teacher-led, through whole class, group 
and individual reading practise. Individual reading practise might be with a teacher, 
teaching assistant or a volunteer. Once children begin to sound out letters and read 
words, they are introduced to reading scheme books. A reading scheme is a levelled and 
structured set of books that are written specifically to ensure that your children can 
take steady and progressive steps towards reading success.

Your child might not come home from school initially with a ‘reading’ book. This is to 
ensure that children have learnt letter sounds before moving onto levelled or decodable 
books. During this time is it still important to read to your child and share books at 
home. This helps children to develop language and provide them with experiences of 
stories and settings. When reading books do get sent home it is important that your 
child reads the book multiple times. This is to build up confidence and fluency when 
reading. It also enables children to thoroughly understand the text and develop 
comprehension skills as well as the ability to become a fluent reader. 

Thank you for all of your continued support,

Kind regards,

R Quinn
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