


Most of us remember reading as children but few 
remember specifically how we learned to read. 



What is Phonics?
Why do we teach it?
How do we teach it?



The formal bit…
New National Curriculum
Pupils should be taught to:

Year 1- read aloud accurately books that are 
consistent with their developing phonics 
knowledge and that do not require them to use 
other strategies to work out words



Synthetic phonics:  How does it work?

To teach beginner readers:
• grapheme/phoneme (letter/sound) correspondences in a 

clearly defined, incremental sequence;

• blending to read;

• segmenting words into phonemes to spell;

• that blending and segmenting are reversible processes.



Phonemes and Graphemes

Phonics is based on sound/letter correspondences. With this 
in mind, what is key to successful phonics teaching/learning?



Enunciation



Blending for reading

phonemes
graphemes
digraphs
trigraphs



Blending

rush

sheep



Blending

sheep



Blending

night



Split digraphs

i-e



Segmenting for spelling

Reverse process – hear the whole word, break it down into it’s 
phonemes for spelling.



The Teaching Sequence 



Teaching Tricky Words

was




